Newsletter:  May 13, 2009

Dear Colleagues,

I would like to share this information with you.  Many of these resources may be of benefit to you.

                       

Congratulations to Todd Landeen.  Todd, a teacher at Jordan High School in Sandy, UT has been awarded a James Madison Fellowship by the James Madison Memorial Fellowship Foundation of Washington, D.C. in its eighteenth annual fellowship competition.  A total of 55 fellowships were awarded in 2009.  The fellowship will help fund Todd’s course of study towards a master’s degree.  That program must include a concentration of courses on the history and principles of the United States Constitution.

James Madison Fellowships support further study of American history by college graduates who aspire to become teachers of American history, American government, and social studies in the nation's secondary schools, as well as by experienced secondary school teachers of the same subjects. The award is intended to recognize promising and distinguished teachers, to strengthen their knowledge of the origins and development of American constitutional government, and thus to expose the nation's secondary school students to accurate knowledge of the nation's constitutional heritage. Todd was selected for a James Madison Fellowship in competition with applicants from each of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the nation's island and trust territories.  The fellowship--funded by income from a trust fund in the Treasury of the United States and from additional private gifts, corporate contributions, and foundation grants--requires its recipient to teach American history or social studies in a secondary school for at least one year for each year of fellowship support. 

The James Madison Memorial Fellowship Foundation is an independent establishment of the executive branch of the federal government.  Additional information may be found at  HYPERLINK "http://www.jamesmadison.gov/" www.jamesmadison.gov.
Elementary Social Studies Core Institute for Grades 3 – 6.  We are looking for a wide range of talented elementary teachers to attend a two day Elementary Social Studies Core Institute that will be held at the Utah State Office of Education in Salt Lake City on June 25, and 26.  The purpose of the institute is to organize a team of 6 to 7 teachers for each grade (3-6) to create detailed lesson plans, assessments, and other enrichment material that will enhance the new Social Studies Elementary Core.  These resources will update and enhance an online interactive core resource on the UEN website.  

One of the comments that I have heard time and again this past year is that the elementary core resources on the UEN website was in need of more lesson plans, assessment tools, and other resources.  Together with your colleagues, you will have an opportunity to provide teachers with the tools they will use to teach social studies in Utah in a meaningful, and engaging way.

U.S.O.E. will provide a stipend of $300.00 for the two days.  Unfortunately, with budget cuts there will be no lodging provided.  

Please see the attached Application Form.

Unfortunately we cannot accommodate all who wish to attend.  We will be looking for a wide range of experience and talents. 

If selected to attend, you will be expected to:

Attend both days.

Contribute as much brain power and teacher inspiration as possible.

Develop with colleagues usable and teacher-friendly interactive core lesson plans and assessment materials.

Learn much as we add to the “teacher filing cabinet” for ourselves and our colleagues.

Use as a framework for the work, Wiggins and McTighe’s Understanding by Design.
Application Deadline:  May 26, 2009. 

Holocaust Institute for Teacher Educators.  The American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education in cooperation with the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) will host the third Holocaust Institute for Teacher Educators (HITE) in Summer 2009 (June 1, 2009 – June 5, 2009). The Institute will be held at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, in Washington, DC. 

Participants will be able to engage with teacher educators throughout the country to share ideas and collaborate on ways to better equip teacher candidates with the content and skills for teaching this material.

The Holocaust Institute for Teacher Educators (HITE) is designed to :
Encourage teacher educators to use the history of the Holocaust as a model for teacher candidates; 

Prepare teacher candidates to teach about the Holocaust in middle and secondary school (6-12) settings; 

Use national and state content standards in teaching about the Holocaust; and 

Consider the ethical implications for classroom teachers in teaching about the Holocaust.

Expectations: 

Attend the one-week institute at the USHMM in Washington, DC; 

Participate in pre- and post-Institute online discussions, e.g., web-based discussion board; and 

Serve in a leadership role within the teacher education community in preparing candidates to appropriately teach about the Holocaust and genocide 

Costs:  There is no registration fee.  Participants are responsible for travel, hotel, and expenses.  For more information and to apply for HITE go to:   www.aacte.org.

Utah and Arizona Geographic Alliance Summer ASGI.  The Utah Geographic Alliance, partnering with the Arizona Geographic Alliance, announces the Eleventh Arizona Alliance Summer Geography Institute June 24 through July 3, 2009 and July 10, 2009.  All K-12 teachers are invited to apply for this geography education training.  The 11 day institute will include:  Hands-on activities for the classroom, guest speakers, focus on integrating history and geography; a three day excursion to southeastern Arizona.  Here is the link to more information and the Application form:   HYPERLINK "http://www.ngsednet.org/community/whatsnew_archive.cfm?community_id=258" http://www.ngsednet.org/community/whatsnew_archive.cfm?community_id=258
Gilder Lehrman podcasts.  The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History has a series of podcasts that present eminent historians discussing their latest work.  You can hear these lectures on your computer, iPod, or other portable media play.  The latest is by Lewish Lehrman, “Lincoln at Peoria:  The Turning Point.”  Here is a link to the website:   HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/wp/?p=233" http://www.gilderlehrman.org/wp/?p=233.

Economics Course from Southern Utah University.  SUU is offering a summer course, Economics 5540-30i, Economics for Teachers” on-line summer course.   Offers 3 Graduate/Undergraduate credits for $150.00.  Credits can count toward Master’s degree, social studies endorsement, and lane change.  No prerequisites or prior knowledge of economics is required, no textbook purchases either.  The class will be completed at home on your computer.  This course is suitable for all teachers grades K-12 regardless of subject that you teach.  
Registration:  contact Susan Durfee, SUU School of Continuing Education and Professional Studies, 435-586-7850.

Class will run from May 26 to August 12, 2009

National Humanities Center.  The National Humanities Center provides online and live Professional Development Courses for American History Teachers.  Here is a link to their offerings and registration:   HYPERLINK "http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/ows/pdseminarssum2009.htm" http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/ows/pdseminarssum2009.htm.

Bill of Rights Institute.  The Bill of Rights Institute has a new set of curriculum.  It is on “Presidents and the Constitution.”  It explores how presidents understood and exercised their constitutional powers.  It includes:  interactive lesson plans, primary source activities, historical narratives, scholarly thematic essays, and contemporary application abilities.  Here is the link:  http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/instructional/productcatalog/detail.asp?book_id=59

